2Q4    LANGUAGE   AND   MENTAL   DEVELOPMENT   OF   CHILDREN

STAGE FOUR (Nos. 19 TO 24)
(For Children of Seven to Eight Tears)

The fact that all the relations in these pictures shown are between
actions and not merely between figures makes their successful descrip-
tion a matter of great difficulty for children below the age of seven.
Since some of these pictures cannot be described easily without the
use of the word because, it is important that the teacher should not
prompt the child who fails to connect up the separate ideas in the
twenty-first and twenty-fourth pictures by asking "Why?" Children
first learn to say because in reply to the cue why without being able
to recognize for themselves situations where the word because would
be suitable in describing them, and it is this latter ability we are
testing.

One month's credit should be deducted for each prompting necessary
to secure a full and proper description.

SAMPLE  DESCRIPTIONS

This (It) is a picture of ...

(19) A girl opening her umbrella because it is raining.

(20)  A dog waiting for his master to throw a stick into the water.
REQUIRED  DESCRIPTIONS
This (It) is a picture of ...
(21)  A cat (who is) angry because the dogs are drinking her milk.
(Acceptable alternatives:   (a) angry;   cross, bristling with
rage;   (b) cat:  pussy, pussycat;   (c) drinking: lapping up.)
(22)  A girl lifting up her pussy away from the dog.   (Acceptable
alternatives:   (a) lifting up:   putting up, holding up;   (b)
pussy, pussycat, cat;   (c) away from: out of the way of.)
(23)  A man showing a boy how to hold a cricket bat.   (Acceptable
alternatives:   (a) showing:   helping;   (b) hold a cricket bat:*
play cricket, what to do with his cricket bat.)
(24)  A boy crying because a dog has taken his shoe.   (Acceptable
alternatives:  (a] boy: little boy; (b) taken: stolen, run away
with.)